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Popular Posts


	

Literary Vampires and the Monstrous Will to Power

  It’s probably because of what I’ve been teaching — Frankenstein ; Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde ; P.B. Shelley’s Alastor ; The Rime of the Ancie...






	

Mad Men's Meditations in an Emergency: Don Draper Reads Frank O'Hara

   The most important thing to remember about Don Draper, the lead character in the AMC series Mad Men , is that he's awesome.  He's...






	

Adam Lambert and the Erotics of American Idol

  Maybe it's because I finally got around to ordering up Milk  on the pay-per-view the other day, or maybe it's just because I'v...






	

Small, Local Festivals: Calder's Mobiles and the Significance of Formalism

  It's probably a sign of my irredeemable logocentrism that, when I started to think about how I could describe my recent experience vis...






	

The Equine Sublime: Edwin Muir's "Horses"

           Imagine my surprise when, a week or so ago, I found myself in an unlikely argument about just who was the most under-appreciated ...






	

There is No Such Thing as Poetry, or: Lightbulbs of Quietude

   "How many poets does it take to screw in a light bulb?" asked a well-respected New York poet in a recent Facebook update.  &quo...






	

Nietzsche and the Hipsters

              So there I was, people, in the lobby of one of Our Fine College’s academic buildings, slouching against the wall by the vendin...






	

Moonrise Kingdom: Wes Anderson's Lost Children

        Christopher Orr, writing for The Atlantic , says that Moonrise Kingdom  is Wes Anderson’s best feature film since Rushmore , in no s...






	

What’s the Matter with American Poetry?  Rita Dove’s Revisionist Canon

       What’s the matter with American poetry?  Apparently, the problem is Allen Ginsberg.  And Sylvia Plath.  And Susan Howe, and Alice Not...






	

Democratic Consumption, Servile Production: On Anish Kapoor's Cloud Gate

  Anish Kapoor's "Cloud Gate" is, to my mind, the most successful piece of public art in all of Chicago.  It is also more repr...
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